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” T H AT which firſt put me on collecting Materials for 
this. Igtle SA 4. frequent Converſation on 
this Subje&, with ſome Sober Diſſenters, as well ſuch as had 
been us d to frequent ſuch Mecting Houſes where Sermons 
* leen for ſome Tran laſt paſt cuſtomarily 2 on 
Chri 83.7 as others who have entertain d Scruples as 
to the obſerving it at all; but more particularly with One 
who related to me the Reaſons which he heard given againſt 
Keeping it in that Manner as we do, by the late My: Spade- 
man, in # Sermon at his Meeting-Houſe, ſome time ago, 
on Chriſtmas-Day ; Al which, with ſome others that 1 
have collected out of the Writings of our Diſſenting Bre- 
tren, have here, I hope, ſatisfaBerily Anſwer . ' 
And as I have no other Ends to ſerve in it, but thoſe of 
Peace and Truth, and of reviving amongſt us ſuch a due 
and religious Obſervance 7 this Holy Feſtival, as was 
ſeen.in be Primitive, and is ſtill ſeen in the Proteſtant 
Curb 7 71 fo * I ſhall 25 be accuſed fer 
uſing any Siniſter Met com theſe Ends, ... 
I 8 not, indeed, cited all 2 es with the ſe amy 
Exatineſs, as to Books, Chapters, Pages, and Editions. 
Bat I am not ſenſible that I haue, I am ſure I have not 
deſignedly, quoted any one Paſſage wrong, or ”, it 


to 4 wrong Uſe: where I have related Matters of Fatt with« 
out eiting any Aurhorities, I have had moſt of em from 
ſuch Perſons as have declared themſelves to have been Eye, 
or Zar Witneſſes of em: But. if it ſpall be found that. 
Miſtake has. been committed, upon orice given 50 ps 4 
Printer hereof , it ſball be Corvefte in 1 
; Edition, or in a Continuation of it. 


' May Cod give a Bleſing to this, and all other Endeavour 
that, . are 2 intended to promote the He- 
our of eur moſt Holy Religion in General, er aur moſi\Exe 
cellens Church inP articular, r. 
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The Lawfulneſs and Right 
Manner of Keeping CuRIS r- 
Mas: ſhewn in a familiar Con- 
ference between a Church- 
Man and a Diſſenter. 


Ch, IN eigen: I am heartily glad to ſee You: 
Diſſ. Sir, I thank You : It was not long ſince You 
vonder'd that I ſhould ſcruple to keep Chriftmas : 
| am now come, to make good my Promiſe, and if 
ou are at leiſure, will give You my Reaſons for it. 
C. With all my Heart. | THE 
D. I think the Obſervation of All Holy-days. in 
general, is: unlawful, and more eſpecially that of 
hriſtmas in particular, as being condemn'd in the 
Holy Scriptures. | 
C. Where, Good Sir, is Chriſtmas condemn'd in 
he Holy Scriptures ? I don't remember ſo much as 
e Name of it either in the Old or New Teſtament. 
D. True, it is not expreſsly, but yet I think by 
onſequence it is condemn'd — 01.126 
C. te is that pra? 
D. Why, in Deut. III 10. fa. where an Obſerver of 
limes is declared to be an Abomination unto the Lord. 
G. Give me Leave, Sir, to tell You, that You have 
t well Confider'd the Meaning and Intent of this 
Text of Scripture: The Times here condemn'd by 
od, wers fuch, as were 2 by the n 
8 | 2 1 


to their falſe Gods, or ſuch as were obſerved by them What 
as Lucky or Unlucky Days. pays, 
And let me tell You further, that it cannot well F Du 
be imagin'd, that God ſhou'd in this Place, forbid i. C. Y 
what in other Places of Hol pears = in an Rows 
eſpecial Manner appointed and enjoin'd : As the O. weak 
ſervation of three Feaſts in Memory of paſt Ble 10 che Gs 
Namely, yf, That of the Paſpver, in Memory of dhe int bs, 
Neſtroying Angel s pelſing over the Houſes of the zbroga 
Children * — _ mw the — 
of the Egyptians. adly, That of Pentecoſt, in Memory o 
« the Greene w of Pharaoh in the Rara of 
the giving the Law * Mount Sinai: and 341y, That 
of Talernacles, in Memory of their Dwelling in 


Tabernacles for 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. (See Bp. | 
Patrick on Exod, XXIII. 14.) | juſtly 2 

D. I think there is a great Difference between the And 
Fewiſh Feaſts which You mention, and the Chri#iax 
Holy-days, ſince the former were of Divine, the 
latter only of Human Appointment, 

C. True, there is that Difference: But yet the one 
may be lawfully obſerved as well as the other, ſince 
it no where appears, that God diſapprov'd of rhe 
Obſervation of other Feaſts, which the Jewiſh Church ful an 
inſtituted, without his Appointment] as 1/f, the 
Feaſt of Purim or Lots, in Commemoration of their Practic 
Deliverance from Hamay's wicked Confpiracy, 


—— 


Eſt her IX. v. 20, 21, 22. and 2dly, The Fesſt of the C. N 
| Dedication, inſtituted by Judas Maccabeus, to Com- of Scot 
| memorate the Reſtor ation of the Temple-worſbip, after it] rue, a 
| had been for many Years aboliſh'd, . Mac. IM. 56 Satisfat 
S9. 2 Mac. X. 5, Ce. which laſt Faft Our Bleſſed 8 P. 
viour honour'd with his Preſence. John X. 21. refer tl 
| D. Notwithſtanding all this, I think tis unlawful co anot 
| for us Chriſtians to keep Holy- days: and I think mam g 

good Reaſons may be given, Why tho' the 7ew! Chriſin 


ought, Yet we Chriftians may noet. 
C. Pray, What are they? Are We forbid to do 
lo any where in the New Teſtament ? D. Ye 


, 3 
tk 

D. Yes, I think We are, and that very plainly: 
What think You of Galar. IV. 10, 11. 15 obſerve 
Days, and Months, and Times, and Tears, I am afraid 
F You left I have beftow'd upon You labour in vain. 

C. You will pardon Me, 1 hope, Sir, If I tell 
You. that this Proof from the New Teffament is as 
weak as that from the Old : For what St. Paul blam'd 
the Galatians for, was, their obſerving ſuch Days, 
Months, 1 a a 3 ns 2. which (tho 

abrogated by the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as bein 
or yu Typeal of what had been Compleated by Chris 
tory off *ppearing in the Fleſh) the Judaixing Chriſtians at- 
1 offi tempted to impoſe upon them, as neceſſary to Sal- 
y; That vation, contrary to his Endeayours of ſetting them 
ing in * Liberty in the Freedom of the Goſpel, and to the 
ee Bp. Doctrine of Salvation by Chriſt alone, which might 

juſtly make him afraid of them. 
And the General Practice of All Chri#ian Churches 
_ States ſince the Apes y - of 3 Holy * 
igion, in appointing and keeping Yearly Days 
Publick Thekfaiving and Humiliation, is a Suffici- 
ent * ent to prove, that it has been the current 
Senſe of the Chriſtian Church; that the Obſervation 
of Holy-days is not unlawful, but rather highly uſe- 
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Church ful and expedient, if not Neceſſar ,. 

, the D. You will not eaſily prove, believe, this General 
their Practice; the Churches of Scotland and New-England, 
piracy. I am ſure do not appoint the Obſervation of them. 
of then C. Notwithſtanding Your Inſtancegof the Churches 
Com. of Scotland and New England, I think My Poſition is 
after i true, and am almoſt Confident I can prove it to your 
W. 568 Satisfaction. | | 

Ted 82. D. You need not now: If You pleaſe, We will 


refer the more particular Conſideration of that Poinr 


lawful to another Opportunity: At preſent I will beg Leave 
mam ©2 give You the "HAM why I ſcruple to keep 
Chriſtmas in particular. | | 


i X 
72 C. Pray, what ate they? 


to do A3 D. 1 


D. Ye 
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A 

B. I have ſeveral; Firſt, Becauſe You call it, 75 
Nativity of Our Lord, or the Birth-day of Chriſt, when 
You are not ſure that He was Born on that Day; 
and when 'tis more probable, that He was Born at 
another Seaſon of the Year. | 

C. We do not pretend to be Infallibly certain, 
that He was Born on that Day ; Yet, We think, We 
have much more Reaſon to believe that He was 
than that He was not. 

D. How ? Do You not pretend ſo, when in the 
Collect for the Day, and the Sunday after, and in one 
of the Prefaces in the Commuuion- Office, You pray thus: 
Almighty God, who haſt given Us thine only begotten Son, 
0 take Our Nature upon him; and; As at this Time, to be 
Born of a pure Virgin? Mark the Words, As at this Time. 
C. This is, T have heard, thought a mighty Ob- 
jection amongſt ſome of Our Diſſenting Brethren, as 
jf it were of it ſelf, a ſufficient Plea for their Se- 
Paration. | | 
Nay, I find it has been very ſeriouſly urg'd from 
the Preſs (1), and ſo inſiſted on, that ſome of our 
Divines have thought fit to take Notice of it, and to 
ſnhew that Thoſe who make this Obje&ion, run 
away with a falſe meaning of the Words, which are 
intended to ſignify no more, than giving Thanks ti 
God for giving Us his only begotten Son to take Our Na, 
ture upon him, and to be Born of à pure Virgin, which 
We thankfully Commemorate at this Time (2). And in 
this Particular We are juſtified by the Practice not 
only of the Primitive Church, but (which perhaps 


(1) Se the Second and laſt Part of Reaſons for Refuſal of Sub- 
ſcription ts the Book of Common-Prayer under ba ae certain 
Miniſters of Devon and Cornwal, 4to, 1595. Broughton's Ad- 
vertiſement of Corruptions,' 4to. 1604. (A) See the 2d and la 
P.art of Reaſons &c. under the Hands br certain Minifters of 
Devon and Cornwal, anfwer*d by Tho, Hutton, to. 1606. Ch.7, 


ka tor And Dr, Nichols and Mr. Bennet on the Common-Prayer 
g locum, 29 ; 


may 


GO.” 
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may weigh more with You,) even of the Reformed 
Churches abroad. | 


\ 


D. Pray, How does it appear, that You are here- 
in juſtified by the P ratice of the Primitive Church ? 

Ch. It appears from the ſeveral Appellations 
given to it, by the Primitive Fathers, in ſeve- 
ral of their Writings, and more particularly in 
their many Sermons preach'd on the Day ; Ir being 
call'd by, thoſe of the Greek or Eaſtern Church, 
1ſt, ©809garat, or Otogaria, God's Appearing (1). 
21y, Edyta, or the Appearing, implying that this 
Appearing was more excellent than others (2). 
3ly, TeveJaia 8 SwTHegs, the Birth-Day of the Sa- 
viour (3). And by the Fathers of the Latin or 
Weſtern Church, 1ſt, Dies Nativitatis, The Day of the 
Nativity, by way of Eminency or Dignity ( 4) 
21y, Dies Natalis Domini, or Natalitia Domini, Tho 
Bireh- Day of Our Lord (5). I might by very man 
Teſtimonies out of the Fathers confirm this (6), 
but I hope the Proofs I have already brought are 
ſufficient. | WY 

D. But, How do you Anſwer my Objection from 
the Practice of the Reformed Churches abroad ? : 

C. Both from their publick Confeſſions of Faith 
(7), and the Writings of their moſt celebrated Di- 
vines (8), wherein they call it, as we do, The Na- 
tivity, or Birth-Day of Chriſt. 

i 0 . . de humana Chrifli. 

Bly Ton N. == Foam 8 's Lum. Chryſoſtom 
Homil. de Epiphan. Domini. (3) Greg. Nazlanzen. Orat. 38. 

(4) D. Ambrofii. Serm. 12, 13, 14, 15. Auguſtin. Ep. 119. 

(5) Hieron. Tom. 9. 82. (6) See a large Colle&ion of dem in 


N Feftorum Metropolis, the Metropolitan Feaſt, &Cc. Second 
it. 1 20. 1654. ie N 
(7) See the Corpus V Syntagma Confeffionum Fidei, 40. Genevz 
1654, (8) Calvin Harmon. Evangel. in Luc. 2. Zanchil. Op. Vol. 
4+ lib. 1. cap. 19. Bullinger Decad. 2, Serm 4. Polani Syntagma 
Theolog. I. 9. c. 3s. Melancthon in reſponfione Proteſtant. Bucer. 
in Mat. XIi. Chytrzi D!ſpofit. Epiſt. ſub initio. Dallæus in con- 


cionibus paſſim, &. wt 7 
166% D. Bur, 


D. But, How do you juſtify from thence the 
Words of your Churches Colle, which Texc 
againſt: For there the Streſs of my Objection lies. 

C. Why, 1ſt, From the very Hymns of the Lu. 
#her#n Churches, for Inftance on this Day, which 
abound with theſe, and ſuch like Expreſſions : Th. 
Day that Tluftrious Child was Born to us: This Da; 
Chriſt open d the Gate of the Heavenly Paradiſe > 2dly, 
From 'the Diſcourſes of their Divines, who are 
wont in their Sermons on the Occaſion to uſe the 
like Exprefſions, i v0. 

D. Can you produce any Proofs of this? 

C. I might appeal to the. Lutheran Poſtillers in ge- 
neral, for the Truth of it: But the Two Program- 
ma's of the Rector and Senate of the Univerſity of 
Coningsberg, in the Dominĩons of the King of Praſſia 
(1), and the Poftils of Conradus Dietericus, the cele- 
brated Superintendent of UV (2), may ſuffice: in 
both which there are very many ſuch like Ex- 
2 1 as you except againſt in our Churches 

ORECE, 

D. You refer me here only to Lut heraus, whoſe 
Authority is not with me of ſo much Value, becauſe 
they ſeem to be Half Papiſts: Can you Vindicate it 
from the Writings of thoſe we call Calviniſts, for 
they are the beſt Reform'd in my Mind ? 

C. Your Reflection on the Lutherans Sir, is too 
harſh: and ſuch an one as even the Caluiniſtt have never 
made: They, when they live amongſt them, never 
ſcruple ro Conform to their kai & and as they 
have formerly, ſo are they now, mightily labouring 
after a more ſtrict Union with them, as may be 
clearly ſeen in the Famous Mr. Turrettin of Geneva's 


(1) Programma de Vera Chrifti Deitate ab omnibus Extra Oc- 
ciduam Eccleſils conſſ anter credita, primum Feſto Natalitio pro- 
pa tum a Reftore Senatu Academiæ Regiomontanz , 4to, 
1668. & 670. (2) Conradi pieterici Analyſes Kvengeliorum 
Domini calium, 3. Vol. 4to, Lubecæ. 1644, Vol. 1. in Diem 
Nativitatis. 
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Speech about Compoſing the Differences among Protiftants, 
lately Spoken before, and Printed at the Defice of 
the Univerfity of Genews (1). And Time was, 
when the Proteſtants of France, in a full Synod {2) 
declar'd, that there was neit hen Superſtition nor Idolatry 
in their Worſbip; and theſe I may confidently ſay. art 
the: Sentiments of all other Calviniſt whatſoever. 

But to give you Satisfaction in this Point too, le 
me tell you, that the Calvinifts,” who live amonꝑſt 
the Lutherans in Germany, &c. as they imitatt the Li- 
t heraus in many other of their religious Obſervances. 
ſo do they in this too, not only by uſing ſuch h 
Expreſſions in their Sermons on the Day, but by 
Singing the ſame Hymns. 207 

D. I do not, neither need I, - diſpute the Truth of 
what you ſay : For the Authority of ſuch Luthera« 
nizing Calviniſts is of no great Moment with me: 
I would have you vindicate the Expreſhon I ex- 
cepted againſt from the Practice of the better Re- 
form'd Calviniſts, as thoſe of Switzerland, Gene va, 
France and Holland. 

C. I believe what I have already ſaid on this Point 
would have' ſatisfied any other Perſon. You give, 
me Reaſon to think, you are come more out of Ca 
rioſity, and a Deſire to diſpute, than real Scruple to 
diſcourſe with me: But, however, to ſhew you that 
I am willing to give you all the Satisfaction I can, I 
promiſe to hear with Patience all you ſhall ſay. | 

D. Then, pray Sir, anſwer me as to what I defir'd 
in this Point. e 

C. Iwill, to my Power, I aſſure You. As to the 
Churches of Geneva and Holand, I need ſay no more. 
at preſeat than thar they Religiouſly obſerve the 
Day, with as much or more ſtrictneſs than the Lord's. 
Day: And that Sermons are preach d ſuitable to the 


mo us 


(t) Quarto 1708. (2) See the Ad, of the Serord Synod 
Chatenton. A, D. 1531, Ch. 22, Ait. 4, in Quicks Shonen. 


Oc. 


* cf © — 
— — — 


Occaſion ; eſpecially in Holland, where the Holy Sa- 
crament is Adminiſtred, not only on that Day, but 
on the Day following; and which is never done on 
Common Occaſions, the Goſpel for 'Chriftmar-day 


is Explain'd by way of Sermon, one Part that Day, 


the other Part on the Day following. 
D. But, What fay you to the Practice of 
Churches of France and Switzerland? 
C. As to thoſe of France, let the Celebrated Dallæus, 
whoſe Name I know You Reverence , anſwer for 
all. In one of his Sermons on Chriſtmas-day, after 


ſeveral Raptures on occaſion of the Miracles that 


were wrought at our. Saviout's Birth, he cries 
out, The Child that was this Day horn at Bethlehem, 
has wrought all theſe marvellous Things ; with more 
to the ſame purpoſe (7). x 
D. But, Where is Your Proof from the Churches 
of Switzerland? © | | HOW 2 
C. "Tis in the Liturgia Tigurina, or Book of Com mon- 
Prayers and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, &C. uſu- 
ally practiced and ſolemnly performed in all the Churches 
and Chapels of the City and Canton of Zurich, and in 
ſome other adjacent Countries, (namely in the Country 
of the Griſons, and at Sargall) 80. 1693. Tranſlated 
into Engliſh, and publiſhed with ſeveral uſeful An- 
notations, by a' Native of that Country, and Re- 
commended as a very good and uſeful Work, by Six 
of our then Biſhops, and which I believe wou'd give 
You great Pleaſure and SatisfaQion , If You wou'd 


be pleas'd to peruſe it. 


D. I will, I aſſure You : But what is there in it 
to the Point we are-now upon ? | 

C. You will find in it 4 Prayer appointed to be 
read the next Day after our Saviour's Nativity, which 


begins thus: O Lord God Almighty, &c. We juſtly praiſe” 


(% Sermons de Jean Daillee de la Naiſfjance, de la Mort. de la Re- 
ſurrefion, de | Aſcenſion, de notre Seigneur IF de la Deſcente 
au Saint Eſprit ſur les Apofires, $v0. a Geneve, 1965. p. 80. 


thee | 


* 


* 


Mon- 


rches 
nd in 
ntry 
lated 
An- 
Re- 
Six 
give 
ou'd 


in it 


to be 
hich 
praiſe ; 
— 
14 Re. 
ſcente 
. 
thee | 


thee with our Hearts and with our Mouths for ever avid 


or her Churches unleſs it was deſired , apprehending this 


9 


ever; but more eſpecially at this preſent time. Hy the 
tenderneſs of thy Signal Mercies, We have once again 
heard the comfortable Annunciation of that moſt gracious 
and moſt acceptable Meſſage, to wit, That unto us mi ſe- 
rable Sinners is born the Saviour, whom Thou didſt promiſe 
us in Paradiſe. | 

D. I do not think this Paſſage much to the Pur- 


e. 12 

C. Nor do I inſiſt on it; For I have a further 
Proof, which I hope will fully ſatisfy You. 
« D. Pray where is it? * 

C. It is in the New Liturgy lately Eſtabliſh'd in 
the Churches of the City and Principality of Neuf- 
chatel lately publiſh'd in Engliſh, in which You will 

| ſome proper Hymns and Collects appointed, 

not only for Chriſftmes-day, but Chriſtmas-eve , and 
the Day after. The Collect for Chriſtmas-day is als 
moſt word for word the ſame with ours; and fur- 
ther *ris appointed to be read during the 14 Days of 
Chriſtmas. | 

D. I have ſeveral Things to object againſt this 
Liturgy. I have heard it was drawn up by Mr. 
Ofterwald, who is Remarkable for his Love of Inno- 
wations in the Worſhip of God, and that 'tis not yet 
uſed in all the Churches of that Principality, and 
that even in thoſe where it is uſed, it was intro- 
duced either by Force or Stratagem. 
Ci. Your Reflection on Mr. Ofterwald is a moſt un- 
deſerved one ; His Works ſhew him to be a Man 
of unexceptionable Piety and Integrity; And as to 
the Introduction of this New Liturgy, tis eaſy to 
ſet. You right from his own Words, out of a Letter 
which he lately wrote on that Subject, dated Sept. 23. 
1709, Our Liturgy, ſays he, was not Eftabliſb'd in the 
Years 1702. and 3, but only in the City of Neufchatel. 
And our Fraternity wou'd not cauſe it to be received in 


x 
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Met hod to be the moſt proper for an eſtabliſhment of t hit 
Nature. It has happen'd ſince, that ſome Churches inthe 
Country have, at ſeveral times, deſired to have (bat on 
certain days only, for the Prayers cou d not be performed 
Morning and Evening in the Country as in the City, for 
want f Miniſters) the Service following the new Liturgy, 
ſo that at preſent there are 26 Churches that have feceiv'd 
it, I mean the Service which is made when there fs no 
Sermon ; beſides that, when there is a Sermon, they 

in all our Churches, the Prayers before and after the Ser- 
mon, ſuch as. I have ſent ; and we have not above 4 or 8 
Old Men that will not Conform, who flill make their Hu- 
tempore Prayers: So that we may ſay, that our Liturgy 
is Eſtabliſh'd in the Churches of the Sovereigtity:of 
Neufchatel, which are to the Number of 3323 
D. Ir is matter of great Wonder to me, that Fo- 
reign Divines ſhould ſpeak after this Manner, ſince 
I have heard that moſt of them think it improbable 
that our Saviour was Born on Dec. 25th. l. 
C. Whether Moſt of the Foreign Divines do think 
as You imagine, I cannot tell, neither is it material 
to know: Some of em, tho' they have publiſh their 
Reaſons why they think ſo, yet have not only con? 
tinued to comply with the cſtabliſh'd Cuſtom of ob- 
ſerving it on Dec. 25th. but have at the ſame time, for 
ſevera) Reaſons, thought it improper even to change, 
much leſs to aboliſh it ( 1 } : Nor have there been 
wanting ſome Learned Members of our own Church, 
who have with no ſmall Learning, publiſh'd their 
Reaſons why they think our Blefſed Saviqur was 
Born into the World at other Seafons of che Year ra- 
ther than that, wherein we Commemorate hisBirth(2) 


(1%. Hoſpinianus de Feftts; Spanhemii, Dubia Evengel. Part 1. 
$choocklt Eaercit. ſacræ, E xereit. XI. Wagenſeilii Sota, c.9. © 
(2) Lightfoot's Harmony of the 4 Evangeliis, V. Works. Vol. 1. 
p. 427. Mede on Deut. XVI. 16,17. F. Works, p.26 53. Whifſton's 
| — _ of hy c poder”, of of 4 — Teſtament, and of the 
armony 4 Evange/i/is, p. 138. Allix De Feſu Chriſi Dom ini 
naſlri Natali, 80, 1707, FOND 1 7 | 
D. Do 
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D. Do You not think it therefore proper, ſinee 
You are not agreed as to the Time of Chriſt's Birth, 
that the Obſervation of Chriſtmas-day ſhou'd be laid 
aſide ; at leaſt that Liberty ſhou'd, be given to every 
one to obſerve it at that Time of the Year, when 
he thinks it moſt, probable Our Saviour was Born? 
-G, No; For none that have wrote on this Sub- 
ject, (except thoſe that wrote in the Time of tlie 
late Rebellion) have been of this Opinion: The 
did not thereby,endeavour ta alter the Cuſtom eſta- 
blitk'd in the Church whereof they were Members; 
and if they aim'd at any thing elſe thereby, than 
ſhewing their Parts and Learning an, this Subject, 
it was no more, than that We thould not retend 
to be infallibly Certain, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
was Born on Dec. 25th. This is the expreſs Doctrina 
of ſeveral, Foreign Proteſtants (1); and I doubt 
not but the ſame Peacęable Sentiments prevail a- 
mongſt thoſe of our Own Church, who are of the 
ſame Opinion, © - RS gs. EF „ 
But Our Church needs not this ſort of Vindica« 
tion: For, as Iſaid before, it is, much more pro- 
bable, that: Out Saviour Was 13 on Decemb. 25th, 
than at any other Time. 
D. Say yau ſo s I fancy you will find that hard 
to prove: What think you of Angus Command, 
That every Ons ſhould go up to his own City to be 
Tax'd? Or of the Shepherds watching over their 
Flocks in the Fields by Night, when the News of 
our Saviour's Hirth was told them by the Angel? 
C. Not ſo much at a time, if You- pleaſe, Sir. 
D. Firſt then Lask, Whether you think it pro- 
bable, that ſo Merciful an Emperor as Auguſtut, 
would command his Subjects to make a long and 
tireſome Journey, in the Depth of Winter, to be 
Tax'd, when he had no Apprehenfion of a Re- 
I u. de Fejtts, Spanhemii ia Ewvangelica, Park 3. 
ches Ne- lere 1 Kzercizet, 11. agcalei 11 Cor? c. 9 | 
5 | clu1ong 
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bellion, and ſeem'd to aim at nothing more by it, 
than to know.the Number of his Subjects? For”tis 
the from Scripture, 'that this was the Occaſion of 


(Journey which Foſeph and Mary took to Beth. 
ebem. Luk. IE 1, Er. SE (2 
C. This Objection I know is counted a very ſtrong 
done, and is much inſiſted on by ſeveral Learned Men 
on this Occaſipn (1). But I think the Anſwer to 
it is eaſy enough : For the Climate in Judes is fo 
favourable, as do make it as Warm there in December, 
às it is here in Msy br June, the Truth of which 
appears from Scripture: For the Jews were com- 
marided to Offer to the Lord a Sheaf of the Firſt Fruits 
of their Harveſt, vn the Second day after the Paſſover (2), 
"which was with them the Sixteenth day of the 
Month Abib or Niſan, the ſame with our Twenty- 
Seventh Day of March: So that travelling at this 
Seaſon of the Year, could not poſſibly be fo incon« 
venient in that Country as it is here. 

But this Point is. put beyond all Doubt from the 
Cenſual Rolls, containing the Names of all that were 
then Tax'd, which Rol St. Chryſoſtom aſſures us 
were to be ſeen at Rome in his Time, and that it was 
evident from them that this Taxation was made at 

Kiis Time of the Year (3); And theſe Roll- were in 
the Primitive Church of ſuch Authority; that when 
the Heathens queſtion'd whether there ever was ſuch 
a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, they were appeal'd to for the 
Truth and Reality of his Birth (a. 

D. But what ſay You to that Obje&ion from the 
Shepherds abiding in the Field keeping watch over their 
Flock by Night, when the Angel brought 'em the good 

' (1) V. Beroaidi Chronicon, lib. 3. c. 8. Hoſpinian de origine 

Co WE LT are Ng 
. re 

13) V. Chryſoftomi Homil. in Die Nativitat. ad Pop. Antioch. 
'- (4) Juftin, Mart. Apo. 2. Tertul. contre Marcion, 614, c. 19. 
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Tidings of our Saviour s Birth (1); Do You think this 
could be on Decemb. 25th? (17:2 789 50 * 
C. I know this is likewiſe inſiſted on by ſeveral 
learned Perſons,” as no mean Argument to prove, 
that Our Saviour was not Born on Decemb. 25th (2). 
Bur I think the Anſwer to this ObjeQion is like. 
wiſe eaſy enough. ten 
For, 1ſt, From what I have told You already, 
concerning the Mildneſs of the Climate of Judes, 
It can not be thought improbable, that Shepherds 
there ſnould frequently watch over their Sheep in 


the Fields by Night, at this Time; but more eſpeci- 


ally if we conſider, that (as the Learned Mr. Selaeu 
ſhewn from ſeveral Reman Authors, who have w 


about Tillage, Sheep, and other Country Affairs (3). 


5 


even in Italy, which is not near ſo warm as Fudes, 


tho *'twas a Rule in Husbandry, that in the Winter 


their Sheep ſbould be kept in Cotes rather than in Fitlds, 


get they had their Winter Feedings abroad alſo,” . 
But, Secondly, Tho' it might ſometimes, nay 
— be too cold for them to lye abroad in the 
ields all Night; yet it might happen, that in the 

Year when Our Saviour was Born, the Winter 

might be mild and warm enough for them to be 

abroad. Since even in our own older Climate, 
where the Harveſt is 4 Months later than there, it 
frequently happens, that the Winter is ſo favoura- 
ble, that where many Sheep are kept, the Shepherds 

continue Abroad all Night with m. 

I hope I have now : anſwered all Your Ob- 
jections againſt Dec. 25th, being the Day of Chriſt's 
Birth, and convinc'd You that tho' as Mr. Broughton 
(who I find has ſupplied You with your Objections) 
* (I) Luk. II. 8,9, (2) Beroaldus, Hoſpinian, Hg. as cited in p. 10. 
[) In his SS g or, God made Man: A 


Tratt proving the Nativity of our Saviour ty be on the 


25th of December. 89, 1661, p. 76, : 
| ** ays 


—— — 
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1), a u uld not, yet any Underftanding 
Eden cannot but grant that the ſeaſon of the — 
did no way hiader the convenient Execution of Au. 
l Decrees, nor the Shepherds being in the 
ne gat e ö 
D. I have ſeveral other ObjeAions, but Two more 
particularly; namely, the firſt drawn from the Courſes 
of the Prieſts, the other that of Mr. Mede (2) and 
others (3), Which fixes the Time of our Saviour's 
irtk in September, as being Typiſied by the Feaſt of 


abernacleg, 270 07 . p 

. Good, Sig, but One Objection at a time. - |; 
D. The Firſt is this; That Zacharias being of the 
Courſe of thin Lube, 5. J; and his Miniſtrations 
- accarding: to Dr. Lightfact ,' and other Learned Men 
(Ah ending the 1% in Ki/es qr November, and the 24 
in Sivan or May; If Elizabeth conceiv'd immediately 
after. the iſt, then the Baptiſt muſt be born in Tiſri or 
September, and Chrift Six Months after, in Abib 
March: for it was in the r Month after Elizabeth's 
Conception, that the Angel Gabriel was ſent to the 
Virgin Mary; { Luke I. 26. ] But. if She Conceive 
ed after her Husband's 24 Miniſtration, then the 
Baptiſt muſt be born in Abib or March, and Chriſ in 
Tiſri or September, which Dr. Lightfoot thinks the true 


tune of his Birth. $7 To's 
. This Obje&ion ſeems a very plauſible one at 
firſt View: But by way of Anſwer let me refer You 
to a little Tra& wrote, by the late Learned Bp. Pear» 
ſen, on this very Subject (5), in which the judicipus 


h, Advertiſement of Corruptions, Þ-43 44+ (2) 3 


caurſe on Deut. XVI. 16, 17. Works, p. 265. (3) Broughton's 
Advert iſement of corrupt ions. (400 Ee q 


4 Evangelifis: Works, Vol. 1. p. 427. 4 Re ion to a Queftion 
about the Time of Chris Nativity, by R. S. evidencing by K 


ture. that Feſus Chriſt was not Born in December,. 4to, 1649 % re- 
printed in the Phevix, Vol. 1, 890, 17075. Godwyn's Fewiſh Anti- 
quities. Abendeanats Almanacks. (5) r OIIIN miſ:tim d, 
esa ciear Refutation to 4 Reſolution of 4 nest ian, &, 430, 164% 
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Dr. Hammond ſays, This Objection of Yours is demon- 
rated to be # meer deceit (1), And let Beroaldus, whoſe 
Authority I know You value, fince You have been 
beholding to him for moſt of your Obje&ions, ſa- 
tisfie You, when he expreſly ſays, that We neither 
unrderftland when the Courſe of Zacharias was, nor how 
long it laſted (2). 

D. But, What ſay You to the Learned Mr. Mede's 
Opinion ? Ep | 

C. It is very Pretty and Ingenious, but withal very 
New, it being, as far as can find, firſt ſtarted by him. 
5 D. I have ſeveral other Reaſons againſt Keeping 
fy = Chriſtmas; But perhaps I have tir'd Your Patience. 
ot C. No: Pray let me hear em. 
ons D. Why; 1ſt, I think the Obſervation of it is both 
— Heat hen iſh and Popiſb : 2ly, That there is no need that 
he 24 any Day or particular Seaſon ſhould be ſet apart, for 
iately Commemorating and giving Thanks for our Savi- 


175 our's being ſent into the World, which 'ris our 
1 be Duty to do every Day; and 34ly, That ſince the Ob- 

ers Wl ſervation of it is not Enjoined , or once Mention'd 
o the in Holy Scripture; and it does not appear that the 


Ione Apoſtles, or Thoſe that liv'd near em, did obſerve 
wee it : and it has ſince prov'd, and does prove every 
mm Bf Year, an Occaſion of much Sin; and is not retained 
ru by the Churches of New-Euglaud and Scotland; I 
| think it ought not to be inſtituted, where it is not 
"Y * BU retained, and to be aboliſh'd where it is. 
* g ol C. Pray, How come You to think that the Ob- 
—.— ſervation of Chriſtmas is Heat heuiſbꝰ 


D. Becauſe, as ſeveral Writers have ſhewn (3). 
The Saturnalis, thoſe Mad Feaſts, in Honour of 


1⁰ (1) See bis Reſolution of 6 Pueries, Qu. 6. Seck. 36. Works, 

bn Vol. 1. Pp. 656. (2) Chronicon. lib. J. C. 2. (3) V. A Scripture 
Queſtion BW Almanack, by-J. H. 120, 1650. Sixteen Queries touching the 
Riſe and Obſervation of Chriſtmas, 1 by Joſeph Heming 

of Utoxeter. Chriftmas the Chrifttans Grand Feaſt Its Original 
rant and Obſervation, &c, by T. Mocket. 4to, 1651. Col- 
4 AIR Caveat for Old and New Propheneneſi, &c. 4ts, 1633. 


B Saturn, 


* 
{ 
* 
1 
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© Saturn were kept at the ſame Time by the Hea- 
© chens, that the Chriſtians kept their Chriſtmas, and 
that You have your Carols from Ceres, the Goddeſs 
* of Corn, in which Feaſts at the ſame Time, a Sheaf 
vas offer'd to her; and that You have your Word 
© Yule or Ule from vA Or "IzAos aHymn then of 
* fer'd in her Praiſe- 

C. I did not expect to have ever heard this Ob- 
jection ſtarted again, ſince it was ſo Learnedly Con- 
futed; by Four ſeveral Perſons, when it was firſt 
urged (1). But fince You are pleaſed to revive it, 


All II need ſay on this Point is, that if You are 


minded, You may fatisfie Your Curioſity, by con- 
ſulting Dr. Hammond, Mr. Fiſber, Dr. Warmſirey, and 
Mr. Blayney , on this Pointz For neither are the 
Words Yule or Carols now in uſe amongſt us, or the 
Chriſtmas Games, and Cuſtom of ſending Wax-Lights 
as Preſents to one another, which 'tis ſaid (2) were, 
when this Objection was firſt rais'd. | 
But ſuppoſing theſe and ſuch like Heatheniſh 
Cuſtoms were ſtil] retainet among us, at the Time 
of this Feſtival, and uſed by ſome few, I think it 
would be much better to retain the Feſtival.than to 
aboliſh it, and that cur Divines ſhould in their Ser- 
mons on the Occaſion Exhort their Auditors, as 
Gregory Naziauzen did his (3), to celebrate this Feaſt, 
not in a Panegyrical , but Divine ; not in a Worlaly, but 
Superſecular Manner ; nat regarding ſo much our ſelves, or 
ours, as the Worſhip of Chriſt, | 
But why do You take the Obſervation of 
Chriftmas to be Popiſh ? | U 
D. Why, Not to mention Your manner of keep- 


ing it, I think the very Name alone ſhews it to be 
Pepiſh. I 


(1 ) See Fliher's Chriſtian Caveat, Warmftrey*s Vindication 

of Chrittmas Feſtival. Hammond's Reſolution of fiz Queries, 
775 3 Feſtorum gag on een 
Fe Coliines's Caveat for Old and New Prophaneneſs, 4to. 

1653. ch. XXVII. x: Fo 


(3) Orat. in Nativitat. Chrifli. 
| C. You 


Fe es 
T 

C. Von mightily miſtake the Meaning of the 
Name: Not only this, but all other Holy-days were 
here anciently call'd Maſi- days; not becauſe Maſſes, as 
the Papiſts call em, were ſaid then; but becauſe there 
was a more ſolemn Publick Service us'd on them, than 
others, and probably a Service perform'd at the Com- 
munion-Table; the Word Maſs bearing this innocent 
Senſe here before the Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſulſtan- 
tiation was embrac'd (1), as it does even at this 
Time, in the Lutheran Churches. 

Others think (2), that it is deriv'd from a Latin 
Word, which ſignifies Sending, ſo that then Chriſtmas, 
or as One calls it, Chriſtmis, quaſi Chriſti Miſio (3), 
denotes the Day on which We Commemorate Chriſt's 
being ſent into the World. 

D. But How will You explain Michaelmas and 
Canalemas by this Interpretation? 

C. I will not pretend to do that: I like the In- 


| terpretation given to this Name by Dr. Hammond (4). 


VIZ. that of a Feaſt, which he juſtifies from the Sax- 
on Language, from whence he ſhews that the Words 


| Maſs and Maſi-day are deriv'd; the former Word ſig- 


nifying a Faſt, and the latter a Holy or Feſtival: Day: 

ccording to which Interpretation, Chriſtmas-Day 
muſt ſigniſie the'Fea# of Chriſt, as it moſt peculiarly - 
1s; Michaelmas the Feaſt of St. Michael, and Candlemas 
the Feaft in which a great Number of Candles were 
anciently, tho' not now us'd : Chilamas, or Ohilder- 
mas, the Hoh. day whereon we Commemorate the 


_— — 


— 


(1) Vid. Fox's Book of | Martyrs, 3 Vol. Fol. 1641. Vol. 2. 
p 449. and 454. 

(2) See Bp. Andrews's Sermon on Gal. III. 4, 3. And Warm- 
firey*%s Vindication of Chriſtmas Feflival, p. 16. Elborow*%s Ex- 
Portion of the Book of Common-Prayer, gv. 1663. P. 73. | 

(3) See Elborow*'s Expofition of the Book of Common-Prayery 

Cc. vo. 1653. p. 72. 

(4) See his Reſolution of Six Queries. Qu, 6. Sec. 56+ 
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Martyrdom of the Holy Innocent: I Matt. II.J. But I 
need not Vindicate the Names given to theſe Days, 
ſince Our Church has laid 'em aſide. | 

D. I do not much object againſt the Name of 
Chriſtmas, or think the Obſervation thereof on that 
account Popiſh, but by reaſon of Several Popiſb. 
Cuſtoms and Ceremonies uſed at this Seaſon. 

C. What Cuſtoms or Ceremonies, pray, do You 
mean ? | | 

D. I mean the Garniſhing Your Churches and 
Houſes with Holly and Ivy, Laurel, &c. Mummers that 
go a Begging from Houſe to Houſe, within a Fort- 


night before Chriſmas, as the Boys did with, their 


Biſhop after St. Nicholas's Day: A Midnight-Peal 
at Chriſtma eue, which anciently call'd People to 
Church to come and adore the Holy Infant laid in a 
Cradle before the High Altar: The Chriſimas: block 
brought in with a Song to the Parlour on Chriſtma: 
eve, to be kindled early in the Morning, and to hold 
out till Sun-ſerting, with ſeveral other Cuſtoms 
ſtill obſerv'd in many Places, the viſible Remains of 
Popiſb Superſtition. 

C. As to theſe Cuſtoms, I may ſay that none of 
em, except the firſt, are general ones, and even That 
is no where ſo much as Recommended, much leſs 
Enjoined by the Church. But I think we may do 
this by the ſame Warrant that the Iſraelites at the 
Feaft of Taler nacles, were accuſtom'd to go out to the 
Mountain, and fetch Olive, Myrtle and Palm Branches, 
to adorn their Booths withal ( 1 ). The Holly, Ivy, 


Laurel, &c. with which we adorn our Churches and 


Houſes being, as one thinks ( 2 ), as ſignificant, as 
the Olive, Myrtle, &c. with which they adorn'd their 
Booths : For as their Booths ſo trimm'd up with thoſe 
Branches, .according to God's Command, ſignified 
and put them in mind, that They were Pilgrims in the 


(_ _— 


%) Nebemiah VIII. 16. (2) See Blayney* 
Mctrofolis, p. 116. F (2) See Blayney*s Feflorum 
| Wilders 
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Wilderneſs, and that their Fathers dwelt in Tabernacles ; 
ſo our Churches and Houſes deck'd with Holly, &c. 
which are always Green, Winter and Summer, remind us 
that Our Bleſſed Saviour was God and Man, and 
that he ſhould Spring up like a tender Plant, be al- 
ways Green and Flouriſhing, and live for Evermave, 

As to the other Practices, which you call Remains 
of Popiſh. Superſtition , they are obſerved at very few 
Places, and even at Thoſe, merely as Civil Cuſtoms, 
and are daily declining. ' | 

But what would You ſay:to the Popiſh Solemnity 
of the:Boy-Biſhop, on Innocents-day, were it obſerved 
now in that ludicrous Manner as it was here in the 
timas of Popery; of which the Learned Mr. Gregory 
has given a Full and Ample Account (1). I might 
mention abundance more. ridiculous. Ceremonies 
which were obſerved here in the Times of Popery, 
at this Seafon, but laid aſide at the Reformation: But 
I hope I have ſaid enough already to fatisfie You, 
that the Qbſervation of Chriſtmas, as now Celebrated 
amongſt us, ought not to be cenſured as ſavouring 
of Dang in nn NA inn b 74.40 ale 

D. But granting that the Obſervation - of Chyif. 
mas is neither Heat heniſb, nor Popiſb, T 'think that 
there is no need that any particular Day, or Seaſon, 
ſhould be ſet apart for Commemorating and giving 
Thanks for our Saviour's being born into the World, 
which 'tis our Duty to do every Day, at leaſt every 
Lords day. le ms TEN 

C. True, it is our Duty to do ſo, and I hope all 
the Pious and Sober Members of our Church very 
Carefully perform their Duty in this Reſpe&. 

Bur, nevertheleſs, We can juſtify this Practice of 
ours, from that of the Jews, and the Primitive 


(1) See among the Works of Mr. Ichn Gregorie, à Iract 
intitled, Epiſcopus Puerorum in Die Innocentium-; or, A Dif- 
covery. of an ancient Cuſtom in the Church of Sarum, of making 
an Auatverſary Biſhop among the Chorifters, . | 


B 3 | C hr Hi. 
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Chriſtians, and the Reformed Churches Abroad. 

D. How, 1 Pray, is this Practice juſtified From 
that of the Jews ? 

C. Why, Becauſe tho 5 did Commemorate 
their Deliverance out of Egypr, and all other Hleſſings, 
which God vouchſaf'd to 'em, every Sabbath-day, 
yet it pleas d God to inſtitute himſelf, the Feaſts of 
the Paſſover, Penteceſt, and Tabernacles ; and it does 
not in the leaſt appear, that he was offended at 
their inſtituting others, without his Eſpecial Com- 
mand; namely, thoſe of Purim and the Dedication, 
which laſt Chrift Honour'd with his CES: John. 

22. 

0. But, How do Yau juſtify Your Church from 
the Practice of the Primitive Chriftians ? 

C. The Piety of the Primitive Chriſtians Was fo 
remarkable, as the learned Dr. Cave has evidently 
fhewn i in his Primitive Chriſti anity, that'We have no 
Room to doubt, but that they chankfully Comme- 
morated our Saviour's Birth every Day, nay ever 
Hour and Minute of their Lives; yet, they m 
Religiouſly obſerv'd this Feſtival, and ſhew'd tho 
greateſt Reverence imaginable to it. 

D. How does that Appear? 

. Fin, From the ſeveral Titles of e thay 
beſtow'd on it. One calling it, The Feſtival of Feſti. 
vals (1), and another ſaying, Among Us Chriftians the 
Nativity uf Chriſt is the chiefeſt Feſtival (2). | 

Secondly, From the great Zeal they ſhew'd to ob- 
ſerve it very Solemnly and Religioully. 

D. Wherein did this Zeal appear ? | 

C. Firft, From their ſirring up all the Night before 
and exerciſing themſelves in Faſting and Prayer (3)- 


Second y. From their frequenting the Church in vaſt 


— 


(10 Lid. Greg. Ny ſſen. in Laudibus Bafilti, | ; 

(2) Chryſollomi Homil. 88. 

(3) Tertuliian, Lib. 2 ad Uzorem. Et Euſeb. H. lib. 2, Cc. 15. 
iy Vit Conſtantin, lib. 4. 
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Numbers, and accounting it an unſpeakable Un- 
happinefs to be depriv'd of bearing a part in the 
Publick Devotions thereof. £8 9 
D. What Proofs have'You for this? ing 

C. Several; but Two very remarkable ones, 
Namely, 1ſt, That under the Tyranny of Dioclkſian 
and Maximin, ' no leſs than Twenty-Thouſand Chriſtium, 
which were met to Celebrate this Feſtival in the targe 
Chureh' of Nicomedia, were by their Order Burnt, to- 
gether with that Stately 'Fabrick, to Aſbes (1). And, 
20%, That the Roman Emperour Theodoſius having lain 
for Eight Months under the Severe Oenſure f St. Am- 
broſe Biſbop of Milan, for permitting one of this Go- 
vernours to Murder Seven Thoufand People in Cold 
Blood, when the time of this holy Feſtival drew near, 
made great Moan to his Courtiers,' that He wat by that 
reſolute Biſpob hindred from partaking- with the Aſſembly 


in that holy Service, and nde very importunate Iu- 


treatibs for his Re-nmiſfion (a ))). 

And that they might be the better prepat d to 
obſerve this Holy Feſftivat with due Devotion, they 
Inſtituted a Preparatory Sort of Fa, viz. The 
Holy Seaſon of Advert, in which they wore Mourniug 
Cloaths, omitted their ordinary Hymns of Joy, #s, Glory 
be to God on High; 'We praiſe thee O God, &c. 
In their publick Worſhip: kent a ſtrict Faſt, ' aud forbid 
all Marriage Solemnities, Feaftings, Paſtimes, Dancings, 
c. (3) that they might be the better \prepar'd; as 
they were in a mort eſpecial manner obliged, to 
receive the Bleſſed Sacrament, at that Holy Seaſon. 

D. But, What ſay Vou to the Practice of the 
Reformed Churches abro a? Did they retain the Ob- 


| ſervatich of this Fſtival when they Reform'd, or 


do they now? 
(1) F. Nicephori Hift. I. 7. c. 6. | .. 
(2) Vid. Theodoreti Hi. Eccleſ aſtiqa, lib. 5.c. 17. 
(3) Conradi Pieterici Analyſis Evangeliorum Dominica ium. 40. 

Tubecæ 1644. Vol. 1. in 1, Domin, Aduchtuß. Sr | 

C. Les 


— — 0 


um» -.. oo 
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after he has expos d ithe Superſtitious 


— — — 
01) see this Diſcenrſe, p. 5. note. 7. 
iſcour | 
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C. Yes, they did, as alſo of all the other Frſti wol, 

relating to our Bleſſed Saviour, and the Obſervation 

of em is vindicated, as I told You before, (1) not 

only in the private Writings of their Divines, but 
even in their publick Confeſſions of Fait u. 

The Lutherans, in General, and even many of 


the Calviniſts, who live amongſt em, do at this 


time make uſe of the ſame Epiſtle and Goſpel for 


. Chriſtmas-day as our Church enjoins, which they 


Preach upon, not only on that Day, but the Day 
following; and generally ſpeaking, Three Sermons 


are preach'd on each Day, and the Holy Sacrament is 


conſtantly then adminiſter'd. | IS i 
D. You know, as I ſaid before, that the Authority 
of Lutherans, and Latheranizing Calviniſts, is of no 
moment with me: do the better Reform d Churches 
of Switzerland, Geneva and Holland, &c. or did that 


of France obſerve it, in this manner? 


. 


C. What I have told Vou already on this Point I 


think is ſufficient (2). But the learned Pallæus has 
directly anſwer'd your, Objection, and I, hope he 
y ſerde fer all., 1.2 nes, „ 

5. Where pray d You find this Anſwer of his? 


C. In one of his Sermons on Chriſtmasday, where 
ſtitious Ohſerdance of 
this Feſtival by the Papiſts, and declar'd that the 


whole Life of a Chriſtian ſbou'd be one Chriftmas, he 


immediately adds, Let ps, being . perſwaded t hat it 
75 our Duty to pay this Hongur to the Lord every, Day of 
our Life, gladly ſet apart this Seaſon to. perform it in, 
taking care, that We do not neglect it at other, times; 
and to. f our minds, adds he, on Meditations ſuitable 
zo this holy Exerciſe, I have choſe St. Paul for our Guide, 
2 the Words of his Text, viz. Galat. IV. 4. 


(2) See this ſe, 5. 2. 8, 9; 10: (3) Vid: Sermons de 
Jean Daillee, c. as in falt Bie. pa. Nr. 5. n 
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But the Obſervation of Chriſtmas is ſtill more ex- 
pedient if not neceſſary , ſince We have not ſuch 
good Opportunities of Meditating on, and being 
truly ſenſible of the great Benefits of our Saviour's 
Incarnation at other Times, as at that. 


D. Why ſo, pray? 

C. Becauſe, Thoſe Portions of Holy $eriptnis 
which more immediately treat of it, are not Read 
and Explain'd to us on Common Occaſions, as they 
are at this Holy Seaſon. 

D. What Portions of Holy Scripture do You 
mean ? 

C. I mean the Proper Pſalms, Leſſons, Epiſile and 
Goſpel for the 4 

D. How, I Pray, do they give You better on 
tunities of editating on, and being ſenſible of the 
Ineſtimable Benefits of our Saviour's Incarnation, 
than thoſe Read and Explain'd on Common Occai 
ſions do? 

C. I hope I ſhall ſatisfie You that they do : The 
Pſalms 0 intel for the Morning Service are the XIX. 
the XLV. and the LXXXVth. 

D. Why, have theſe * thing in em remarkable 
with Relation to Chriſt ? 

C. I think they have: In the firſt We are told chit 
the Heavens Aeclare the Glory of God, which brings to 
our Remembrance how a Star appear'd at our Savit- 
our's Birth, and guided the Wiſe Men to Bethlehem. 
The XLVch, is a Birth Song of Chriſt,” the faireſt of 
the Children of Men, and of his mighty Succeſs in 
ſubduing the Devil, the World and the Fleſh : The 
IX Ven, as learned Perſon ſa "ys (1), is acknow- 
ledg'd by all to be ſer for the Bir? of Chriſt, and for 
that Reaſon has always been appointed to be uſed 
on this Day; for it is as he there ſays (2), a Thanks- 
giving to God for. ſending a Saviour who ſbould ſave 


(1) Bp. Sparroy in his Rationale on the common v Praper. (2) Bid. 
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his People from their Sins, the greateſt Captivity that 
is, and therefore cannot properly be meant of any 
but of Chriſt, who was therefore called Jeſus. 

And the 11th verſe hereof is thought applicable 
only to Chriſt, not only by ſeveral Proteſtants a-i 
broad (1), bot even by the Authors of the Dutch 
Annotations and the Aſſembly of Divines (2), and the 
learned Bp. Andrews ſays (3) that even the Few: 
themſelves believ d it to relate to the Meſſias, 

D. Pray which are the Pſalms appointed for the 
Evening Service? 5 

G. The LXXXIXth, the CXth and the CXXXIId. 

D. And do theſe as much relate to Chriſt, as thoſe 
appointed for the Morning Service? 0 
C. Yes, The LXXXIXth, does even in the Judgment 
of the very Compilers of the Datch ' Annotations, aud 
the Aſſembly of Divines, the former: applying 80 
our Saviour the 28th, 307h,'37th. and 524 Verſes af 
it, and the latter the 26th and 29th. b 0 

As for the CXrh- Pſalm that expreſsly mentions 
the Birth of Chriſt, and the firſt Verſe of it is applied 
to our Saviour very frequently in Holy-Scripture 
not only by himſelf, (4) but even by St. Peter (5) 
= 5 Paul (6), and the 4th Verſe likewiſe by St 

-aul (7). WEN: „ , 

As for the CXXXIIN, not to mention the Judgmen, 
ol other Proteſtant Commentators, the 12th Verſe q 
it is applied to our daviour by the Aſſembly of Di vines. 
D. Are theſe the Portions of Holy Scripture 
Which You ſay ſo mightily aſſiſt Vou in your Me- 
fitations on our Sqviour's Incarnation? &C. 

C. They are not all: For the Fizft. Leſſons which 
are taken out of Iſaiab, Ch. IX. ro v. 8. and Ch. VIII. 
from v. 10. to. v. 19. ſhew us how his Birth was 
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(t) Vid. Poli Synopfis Criticorum, in loc. (2) In locum. (i) See 
z] See his Sermons, 3d Edit. Fol. 1635. p. 102. 3, be Revi. 
. (4) Matt. XXII. 44. Mark XII. 35, 37. Luke XX. 42, 4 z ether cat 
(5 Ads il. 34, 35. (6) Heb, I. 13. (7) Heb, Vis, VII. 7 ring AC 
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ty that oretold: And the Second Leſſons taken out of Lal. II. 
of any v. 15. and IItus III. from v. 4. to v. 9. as alſo the 
, Epiſtle which is taken out of Heb. I. and the (Goſpel 
licable Put of St. John I. ſhew us the parfe& Fulfilling of 
ants a-. INthem. WIEN 

Dutch Add to this, that in the Collect We are taught to 
nd the pray, that We being regenerate and made God s Children 


e Jem. 


for the 


Adoption and Grace, may daily be renewed by his Holy 
pirit. | +: | 
And further, To fit us for the more devout 
Obſerving this Holy Feftival, the Church has ap» 
pointed the Holy Seaſon of Advent, as a prepara» 
s thoſe Rory Faſt thereto; and, in Imitation of the Primi» 

Five Church, not only forbid, or at leaſt diſcoun- 
enanc'd all Marriages, and by conſequence, all 
eaſtings, Dancings, and other Diverſions; but 
as commanded us to Pray every Day, during this 
Holy Kaſon - unto. God, to give us Grace, that we 


ng ,,.to 
ries.af 
ray caſt away the Works of Darkneſs, and put upon 185 


ntions e Armour of Light, now in the time of this Mortal 
applied Le, (in which bis Son Feſus Chrift came to wiſit us in 
ipture rear. Humility) that in the laſt Day, when he ſball come 
er (Hain in his glorigus Majefty, to julge both the Ruick 


and Dead, we may riſe to the Life Immortal. 2 

And as the Goſpels appointed for this Holy Seaſon, 
remind us of the maſt Remarkable. Paſſages of aur 
Saviour's Life; ſo the Epiſtles do inculcate to us 
the moſt important Duties of a Holy and Chriſtian 

tate. 17757 81 "7 2 

And that nothing might be wanting to aſſiſt us in 
bur Devotions at this time, Our Church at the Re» 
which formation, as the Learned and Pious Dr. Greenville 
| has obſerv:d (1), inſtituted Courſes of Sermons to be 
h wafPreachd every Wedneſday and Friday during this Sea- 
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(:) See bis Sermon preach'd in the Cathedrab of Durham, . x 


8 ie Revival! of the ancient laudable Pradice of that and ſome 
1. of other Cathedrals, in having Sermons on Wedneſdays and Fridays 


during Advent and Leat, 4t o, 1686. 0 » I = 
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Jen, as well as during that of Lent; aul that it is ven 
probable that all the Cathedrals obſerved it, ſince it ton. 
tinued in the two Metropolitical Churches till the Re. 
bellion, and that it was praficd at the Cathedral 
Durham, in the Memory of ſome alive in the Year 1686, 
D. What, pray, is become of this ancient Practice 
now ? | | 5 
C. This Religious Cuſtom, as the aforemention'l 
Learned Perſon tells us, having been aboliſh'd in the 
Rebellion, was revived at Tor, immediately after 
the Happy Reſtoration of our Church and State, by 
the Return of King Charles II. and in the Year 1686 
on the preſent Lord Bp of Durham's Recommend. 
ing it at his Viſitation the Year before, it was te. hen th 
vived in the Cathedral of Durham, and an Excellent nd Som. 
Sermon preach'd on the Occaſion, before a numerouzg$: bo 
Auditory , by the aforemention'd Learned Perſon, ere was 
from whom 1 have this Account which IAH giveſ-iour, t! 
You, 5 3 ; | olemn h. 
D. Has not this Cuſtom been reviv'd elſewhere ? eir Si. 
C. I cannot ſay that ſuch Courſes of Sermons, du. urned :, 
ring the Seaſon of Advent have, \tho' I doubt not» extre 
but they will by degrees: bur ſuch Courſes of Lenfſhe Faſ 
Sermons have in ſeveral Places. heir C 
And that this Holy Feſtival might be celebratedbe Au 
with all due Thankfulneſs for God's ineſtimable{aſt, to 
Love to Mankind, in giving our bleſſed Saviourſſſo: 4. ſur 
to take our Nature upon him, and with a Seriouſ- And 
neſs becoming ſuch a ſolemn Occaſion, the Hoh have th 
Sacrament is Adminiſter'd, and Sermons Preach'd 
ſuitable to the Occaſion, in all Churches, and the (t) ses 
Number of Communicants, at that Time, is muchWef the 2 
greater than at any other. 1 bers of | 
D. I do not obje& ſo much againſt Preaching one“ E, 
the Day, nor even on the DoArine of our Savionr'sW*ſpecial! 
Incarnation, tho' that ſeems to inſinuate, that our N 
Saviour was Born at that time, for I know that many. Thorous 
both Preſbyterians and Independents do the ſame 1 But (4) v. 
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cannot be reconcib'd to your Practice of Admini., 
ring the holy Sacrament thereon. , 
C. I am glad to hear that Your Teachers will any 
here vouchſafe to Preach, and their Congregations 
ome to hear, m, on Chriſtmas- day: It was, I am 
ure, quite otherwiſe in former Times. N 
In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, the Puritans were 
sd to go themſelves, and ſend their Servants and 
hildren ta Plough on Chriftmasr-day (1); and 1 
ave heard the ſame has been done by ſeveral ſince 
he Reſtoration. | | \ Nin 
But in the Time of the late Rebellion, their. 
Leal roſe ſo high againſt it, that in the Year 1644, 
hen the Parliaments Mont hly-Faſt fell on that Day, 
and Some Doubts, as they ſaid (2), were raiſed whether 
: ſhou'd be celebrated, becauſe it fell on the Day, which be- 
fore was uſually called the Feaſt of the Nativity of our Sa- 
viour, they ordain'd, that it ſhou'd be kept with more 
lemn hamiliation, b:cauſe it might call to remembrance 
heir Sins and the Sins of their Forefathers, who had 
turned that Feaſt, pretending the Memory of Chriſt, into 
an extream fene ae of him, &c, And Three of 
he Faſt Sermons, Preach'd on that day, were by 
heir Order printed (3); in Two of which (4), 
he Authors aſcribe this Change of the Day into a 
Faft, to the peculiar Providence and Direction of God, 
a5 a ſure Preſage, that it ſhau'd never riſe again. | 
And the Stricteſt Care imaginable was uſed, to 
have the Churches ſhut up, and the Shops kept open, 
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t) See The Anſwer of the Vice. chancellor, the Doctors, &c. 
"the Untverfity of — to the humble Petition of the Mini- 
ters of the church of England, deſiring Reformation, &c. ato. 
150 3. p. 13. (2) Sce Three Ordinances of the Lords and Commons, 
&c, For the better O5ſervation of the Monthly Fall, and more 
eſpecially the new Wedneſday, commetly call d the Feaſ of the. 

Nativity of Chriſt, 4to. Dec: 21. 1644. | 
(3) . Mr. Edmund Calamy Vie the Lords, and Mr. 
Thoroughgood, and Mr. Langley before the Commons. 
(4) Viz. Mr. Thogoughgeod's and Mr. Ca'amy*s. 
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on this Day, but generally without Succeſs, and 
very often not without great Tumults (1). 

It was in thoſe Times, that it was accounted groſs 
Superſtition and Will-Worſhip to go to Church on 
this Day, and return God Phanks for our Saviour's 
Incarnation (2). Nay, We are told, that it was de- 
Iiver'd from the Pulpit of St. Michael's Cornhil Church 
in London, on Feb. 251%, 1643. That a Fraſt celebrated 
to the Honour of Chriſt, was no better than that Feaſt 
which the Iſraelites made to the Molten Calf (3). And 
that Mr. Edmund Calamy, a celebrated Preacher of thoſe 
Times, when this Day fell on'a Sunday, left he ſhould be 
thought to regard t he Feſtival of our Saviour's Nativity, 
preach'd on Matt. XXVII. 46. Eli, Eli, Lama Sabach- 
thani, my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me (4). 
D. Pray, Neighbour, let's hear no more of theſe 
ſort of Stories of our Forefathers ; Theſe Extrava- 
gant Levities are now entirely baniſh'd from amongſt 
us, and ought to be buried in Oblivion. 

C. I wiſh they were, but I fear they are not: The 
Quakers have {till as great an Averſion to this Holy 
Feſtival as ever, and fail not every Chriſtmas-day , in 
defiance of all Laws, to keep their Shops open, and 
follow their Worldly Buſineſs. 3 

D. Pray don't tell me of the Practice of that 
Wild and Enthuſiaſtical Sect, which has diſcarded 
the Badges of Chriſtianity, the Holy Sacraments, 
and to which J have as great an Averſion as Vou can 
poſſibly have your Self | 

C. And as to the Anabaptifts, tho? their Zeal does 
not riſe ſo high againſt this Feſtival as that of the 


* 


(1) See Whitlock*s Memorials, Fol. 158 2. p. 191, 286, and 665. 

(2) See Dan, Cawdrey*s Triplex Diatribe, concerning Super- 
tion, Will-Worſhip, and Chriſtmas Feſtival, &c. 

(3) See Edward Fiſteris Feaſt of Feafls, and Chriſtian Caveat. 
to he Old and New Sabbatarians, &c. 4 to, Set, 8. | 

4) A ju Defence of the Royal Martyr K. Charics I. He. 8v0; 


1699 P. 174, 
5 5 Quaker 


— *. 


Quakers 
Keep it. 


tain PI 
their C 
other R 
ON Chr; 
continu 
in a ma 
in Com 
and In: 
there ar 
this ne\ 
them, 
our Say 
and per 
but ro | 
ſuch as 
coming 

D. V 
ſters he 
Mr. Sho 
intitled 

C. II 
he is fa 
but ſeer 
the La' 
lJoubtfi 

Bur 
Point, | 
-ngland 


(0) Vis 


3, arid Quaker does, yet I cannot learn that any of them 


groſs 
ch on 
iour's 


as dee 


hurth 


brated' 


Feaſt 
And 
f thoſe 


uld he 


fruity, 
bach 
2 (4). 
theſe 
trava- 
ongſt 


', 80 


iakers 


2 


FI 


Keep it. 5 be 

D. Why do you produce the Authority and Pra- 
Qices of Anabaptiſts to me? I no more like that 
dect than you do; I ſpoke only of Prexbyterians and. 
Independents. | | 

C. Why, then let me tell you, that after a diligent 
Enquiry into their Practice on this Occaſion, I have. 
been informed, that not many Years ago, at a cer- 
tain Place, a Presbyterian Congregation withdrew 
their Contributions ro their Teacher, and for no 
other Reaſon, than becauſe he would always Preach 
on Chriſtmas-day. That at another Place another 
continued this Practice ſo long till he was forced, 
in a manner, to Preach to the bare Walls; and that 
in Compariſon of the great Number of Presbyterian - 
and Independent Meeting-Houſes in the Kingdom, 
there are but a very inconſiderable Number where. 
this new Cuſtom is obſerved ; and that in many of 
them, they do not then Preach on the Subject of 
our Saviour's Nativity, but on common Subjects; 
and perhaps they Preach then for no other Intent, 
but to keep their Auditors from Idleneſs; or rather, 
ſuch as are better than ordinarily -diſpos'd, from 
coming to our Churches. | 

D. Why will you ſay ſo, when One of our Mini- 
ſters has Publiſh'd a Sermon, which he Preach'd at 
Mr, Shower's Meeting-Houſe, on Chriſtmas-day 1706, 
intitled, Ihe Practical Improvement of Chriſtmas-day(1). 

C. I have read it, and muſt needs tell you, that | 
he is far from juſtifying the Obſervance of the Day, | 
but ſeems on the contrary, very much to queſtion 
the Lawfulneſs of ſo doing, at leaſt leaves it very | 
Joubtful. | . | 

But whatever the Presbyterians, &c. think, on this 1 
Point, here; They are not ſo Moderate in News 
-nzlaud, or Scotland. | | 
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D. Why, what have they done there to the con- 
trary? | wk 

G In New-England they have made it Penal to ab- 
ſtain from Work, or even to Obſerve the Day (1). 

As to Scotland, to omit other Proofs of their Aver- 
ſion to this Feſtival, What think you of the Pres- 
bytery of Aberdeen's Libel againſt Mr. David Hedder- 
weil, rhe Epiſcopal Miniſter there, on Dec. 29th 1708. 
One Article of which was, For his Adminiftring the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper on Dec. 25th, laſt paſt, 
contrary to all Scripture Example, the Practice of this and 
ot her Reformed Churches, and from a Superſtitions Reſpect 
to that Day, as more Holy than others? (2) 
by D. And can you deny the Truth of that Aſſer- 
tion? 

C. Ves, For this pious Practice, tho' not warranted 
by, is not contrary to Scripture Example, it being 
no where therein forbid : And ſince it formerly con- 
tinued in Scotland, as we are told (3), for 800 Years 
after Chriſt, and is at this time the current Practice 
of moſt Reformed Churches (4), I think it can by 
no means be ſaid to ariſe from a Superſtitious Re- 
ſpe to that Day, as more Holy than others. 

D. But, Notwithſtanding All that you have urg'd in 
Vindication of this Practice of Keeping Chriſtmas, I 
think, that ſince the Obſervation of it is not enjoin'd 
either implicitly or explicitly in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and it does not appear, that the Apoſtles, or 
thoſe that liv'd near em did obſerve it; and it has 

(i) See the Church of England, and the Contiunation of the Ce- 
remonies thereof vindicated from the Calumnies of ſeveral late 
Pamphlets, more particularly that Intituled, The Vanity, Miſ- 


chief and Danger of continuing Ceremonies ia the Worſhip of 
God, ſubſcribed by p. M. a Miniſter of the Church of England, 
4to, 1690. þ. 42. 

(2) See the Rehearſal of Feb. 23d. 1708. Vol. 4. Numb. 29. 

by : Ar the Life of Bp. Cowper Biſhop of Galloway, 4 to, 
1649. p. 19. 

(4) As in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Germany. Switzerland, 
and Holland; in moft of which places "tis Adminiſtred, not only 
vn that Day, but the Day following, 


lance 


em; 
clear! 


Pres- 


1 | 
ſince prov'd, and does prove, every Year the Ocea- 
ſion of much Sin, and is not retain'd by the Churches 
of Scotland and New-England, I think it ought not 
to be Iaſtitured, where it is not Obſerved, if not 
Aboliſh'd where it is. 92165 ˖ EE. 

C. All I need ſay to this is, that your Opinion is 
directly oppoſite to that of all the Reforn'd Churches 
Abroad, whoſe Principles and Practices you very 
well approve of, when they happen to be contrary to 
thoſe of our Church. They agree with Tertullian (1), 
That in what the Scripture neither commands, nor forbids, 
we muſt follow what Cuſtom bas confirm'd; And upon 
this Principle they obſerve Chriſtmas-day; for they 
do not, any more than you, think that it was ob- 

ecv'd either by the Apoſtles, or thoſe that liv'd. near 
em; and you may ſee their Sentiments on-this Poin 
clearly, in _ ogy mage " Jobn X. 22. ; | 
D. But what ſay. you to Its being made every 
Year an Occaſion of much Sin? 4 
C. If I ſhould grant what you urge to be true, 
it would not however prove any good Reaſon for 
the entire Abolition of che Day: For, iſt, It would 
be contrary to God's Practice in a like Caſe, Who, 
when the Jews prophan'd their Feſftivslr, and perhaps 
much more than this of Chriſtmas has been zmongſt 
us, did not aboliſh em, but denounc'd a Woe only 
againſt thoſe who abus d em to ſuch wicked Pur- 
poſes. Lſaial V. II, 12 ] 11 ol ab 7 yp) 
And, 2@ly, It would not wholly anfwer the Ends 
of its Abohrian ; for ſuch, as during this holy Seaſon, 
ind themſelves in Intemperance and Senſuality, 
will do the like whenever they are diſchargd from 


Buſineſs, or Plenty of Meat and Drink is fet- before 


em, or perhaps have Money in their Pockets to 
purchaſe em: And to prevent Intemperanee in ſuch, 
no other Method can be made uſe of, but to confine 
'em either to hard Labour like Slaves, or to Cells 
(i) De corona Milit. eee 
C 2 like 
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n 
like Mad People; and to ſet before em no more 
Meat and Drink than is neceſſary to ſupply the 
Wants of Nature. 1 

And, 3dly, Many pious and devout People would 
be hereby depriv'd of a moſt excellent Means of ex- 
erciſing themſelves in Devotion, and Meditation on 
God's ineſtimable loving Kindneſs, in giving us our 
Bleſſed Saviour to take our Nature upon Him: You 
will not I believe deny, but there have been and ſtill 
are, many ſuch devour Perſons amongſt us; and the 
late Mr, Bonnell of Ireland more particularly, whoſe 
moſt Chriſtian and Devout Meditations on this holy 
Feſtival are worthy the Peruſal of every good and ſe- 
rious Chriſtian (1). | 

D. But, does not the Cuſtom of Feaſting, and ſend. 
ing Preſents to one another at this Seaſon adminiſter 
Occafion to it ? f | 

C. No, by no means, for the Reaſon I gave be. 
Fore : This was the Jewiſh manner of keeping their 
Feaſts, inſtituted ro Commemorate leſs Bleſſings than 
the Incarnation of the Son of God (2); Nor does it 
in the leaſt appear, that either our Saviour, or his 
Apoſtles have forbid us to keep ours with the ſame 
Tokens of Mirth and Gladneſs: But on the con- 
trary, Chriſt ſeems to recommend it by hanouring 
that of the Dedication with his Preſence, John X. 22. 
Bur I think You, of all People, ought not to make 
this Objection; ſince even in the Time of the Re- 
bellion, as a Writer of thoſe Times, and no Friend 
to Holy-days, declares (3), The Day of Queen Eli. 
zabeth's Acceſſion to the Crown, was kept Annually 
_ with Feaſting, even by the greateſt Enemies to the 
Church of England; and ſo was the Fifth of November, 
many Sermons that were preach'd on that Day be- 


— 


(1) See bis Life. 3d. Edit, 8wo, 1707. p. 185. 


2) Nebemiab VIII. 9, 10. E 
„ „ 


{3) Brightman on Revelat, II. 
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fore both Houſes of the Rebellious Parliament, as 
well as elſewhere, being extant in Print. 

D. As to the Day of Queen Elizabeth's Acceſſion 
to the Crown, I believe tis not obſerved by us now, 
though that of the Fifth of November is, and for very 
good Reaſon, becauſe it is appointed by At of Par- 
liament. 

C. So is the Obſervation of Chriſtmas- day, and 
other Holy-days, obſerved in our Church, viz. by the 
AF of Uni formity. | | 

But, by way of further Vindication, let me tell 
You, that Feaſting at this Time, is ſtill more proper, 
even on a Natural Account, ſince according to the 
Judgment of Phyſicians (1), Nature requires at this 
Seaſon of the Year, a greater Supply of Food, than 
at. others, | 

Bur, after all, ſuppoſing that this Day is made an 
Occaſion of much Sin every Year, (and probably ic 
may be ſo as much by Diſſenters, as by Members of 
the Church,) This is not by any means chargeable 
on the Church, which, as one of our Biſhops ſays, 
in his Excellent Sermon on this Occaſion (2), May 
perbaps. be ſaid to permit, (but that's the moſt that can 
be ſaid,) 4 freer and more plentiful Uſe of the good Crea- 
tures of God, than the Conditions and Circumſtances of 
Men could furniſh em with at all other Times 1 Trar; 
but all the while, She ſtrictly enjoins em to keep within 
the Bounds of Temperance and Sobriety, and whether they 
eat, or. drink, or whatever elſe they do, (not unbecoming 
an Holy Feſtival) to do all to the Glory. af God. abs 

She appoints, indeed., as the ſame Learned Biſhop 
ſays, a certain Time, whereon all her Members ſhould meet 
in Religious Aſſemblies , to Sing and give Preiſe to God, 
far the ineſtimable Benefit we receive by our Saviour's 

(1) See Jani Cornarit Tuiccarienſis Univerſe Rei Medicæ Enu- 


meratio compendio Tractata, 4 to, Baſil. 1529, p. 3. Et Schola 
— L Fo 120, Köchl 1865. c. XIX. 


Salernitana cura Zachariæ 
p. 1-3, and C. VI. p. 273. vo 
(2) See the Ld, Bp. of Exeter?s Sermon on Chriſtmas-day, 1704» 
—— of Ilncarna 
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Incarnation; and that they may be furniſhed with proper 
Matter for Devotion amd Meditation, ſbe provides Prayers 
to be uſed, and appoints Portions of Seripture to be Read, 
which, 1 hope; I have ſatisfactorily ſhewn You'are 
very wifely choſen , and very proper for this Pur- 
poſe (1), and Sermons to be Preath'd ſui table to the Oe- 
caſion; which always either explain the great Mya 
of Goalineſi, our Saviour's  Menifeftarion in the Fleſh , 
and ſhew the ineſtimable Benefit thereof to Mankind; 
or give ſuitable Directions to the due and right 
Manner of Keeping this'Holy'Feſtival, by diſſwading 
from the Vices of Gluttony, Drunbenneſi and Gaming; 
and perſwading to the Duties of Piety, Charity, and 
Hoſpitality ; and that, as the Biſhop adds, they! way 
have Leiſure, and be in better Diſpoſition- of Mind for this 
Holy Exerciſe, She diſcharges them, for that Time; frum 
the Works and Labours f their Ordinary Calling s 3 and 
as ſuitable td ſuch a Time of Rejoicing, She comme nds the 
Exerciſe of Charity and Hoſpitality © 7 

This, Neighbour, is the Manner ef Keeping Chrift< 
mas, which our Church enjoins, and has moſt wiſely" 
taken care ſ##ld be obſerved in Publick, and that the 
ſame may be obſerved in Private, and as little Time 


as poſſible, during this Holy Senſon; Spent. in., unne- 


ceſſary Diverſions , much leſs ſuch” ns are fuſpe&tet: 
of Unlawfulneſs, as Cards, Dice, &c. which ſeveral 
very Learned and Pious Men have wrote very much 
againſt (29: which the Reformex Churches of France, 

.. ID AT ALY. NID L127 One d, 
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(1) See this Diſcourſe, from p. 1. Ne pag; „ 
VVV 
great Day of Fungmen t, and its Bower to dump and em. 


bitter Senſun Delights, Sporty and Recreation, by Ant. 
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Horneck, '8v6, "1684. p. 141. Confiderations ſur les | 


Droits par I&squely Ia Nature a reiglè les Marringes, par 
Moyſe Amyraut, 8vo, à Saumur, 1648. p. 433. The 
Regulations of Play, propos d and recommended in à Ser- 


or oe — 


C35 J 


Genevs, and Holland have expreſly forbid (1), and 
which our Church has judg'd ſo much beneath Men 
of Gravity and Sobriety, as to caution Her Cl-rgy ex- 
preſsly againſt them (2). Several Pious Perſons, as 
well of the Laity as Clergy, have publiſh'd many Ex- 
cellent Books to Read and Meditate on, as well on 
this, as on other Holy-Days (3), 

I hope, I have now, Neighbour, ſo far ſhewn You 
the Lawfulneſs and Right Manner of Keeping Chriſtmas, 
that (although it be not obſerved in the Churches 
of Scotland and New-England ; nor, as it appears, was 
by the Apoſtles, or thoſe that lived near em) yet it 
ought not, by any means, to be aboliſh'd where it 
is now obſerved ; but on the contrary , Inſtituted 
where it is not: and T hope that You will hencefor- 
ward, not only Keep Chriſtmas, but all the other Holy 


Days, which are appointed by our Church, and re- 


men preach'd at Tunbridge-Wells, Aug. 1 9. 1706. by 
Theophilus Dorrington, 8 vo, p. 10. A Diſſwaſiue 


from Gaming, for J. Downing. Bp. Beveridge's Pri- 


vate Thoughts, 8, p. 246. 


( 1 ) La Diſcipline des Egliſes Reformees de France, 
Ch. 14. Art. 29. Laws of Geneva, 800, 15862. p. 80. 


(2) See Injunct ions of Edw. VI. A. D. 1547. apud 


Sparrow, ult. Edit. p. 4. Injunctions of Eliz. A. D. 
1559. ib. p. 6g. Liber quorumgdam Canonum Diſcipline, 
Eccl. Angl. A. D. 1571. ib. p.2 Canons of 1603. Can. 


1. 
LXXV. See alſo the Bp, of Lincoln's Charge to his 
55 | 
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turn to its Communion, from which You have very 
Unreaſonably Separated ſo long. | | 

D. I thank You heartily for Your. Trouble; You 
have Convinc'd me ſo far, as to the Lawfulneſs of Keep= 
ing Chriſtmas , that I ſhall henceforward , not only 
Keep it my ſelf, but do my Endeavour to perſwade 
others to do the like : but 1 cannot yet return to the 
Communion. of Your Church, becauſe I have ſeveral 
other Scruples to be reſolved firſt. 

C. You may, whenever You pleaſe, come and pro- 
poſe em to me, and I will gladly do my Endeavour, 
and hope I ſhall ſatisfy You, as to them. e 

D. Neighbour, I thank You, It ſhall not be long 
nnen oo. 

C. Come when You will, You ſhall be heartily, 
Welcome. eee, ee o 
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© POSTSCRIPT. 


N. B. In Page 30. Note 4: France and Geneva are 
omitted, becauſe in the former, before the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantx, tho Sermons were con- 
ſtantly Preach'd on Chriſtmas day ſuitable to the Oc- 
enſion, yet the Sacrameat was not Adminiſter'd till 
the Sunday following, ſo is this Feſti val now obſerv'd 
in the latter. But in the French Churches in Holland, 
the Sacrament is Adminiſter'd, not only on that 
Day, but the Day following, as it is in the Dutch 
Churches. n 
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BOOKS Printed and Sold by Joſeph Downing 
| - Bartholomew-Cloſe near Welt-Smith- 
eld. | | TION 


£ i HE Grounds and Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion explained in a Catechetical Diſcourſe 
for the Inſtruction of young People. Written in 
French by J. F. Oftervald, Paſtor of the Church of 
Newf.chatel, and Author of a Book, entituled, 4 
Treatiſe concerning the Cauſes of the preſent Corruption of 
Chriſtians, and the Remedies thereof. Rendred into 
Engliſh by Mr. Hum. Wanley: And revis'd by George 
Stanhope, D. DO. 5 a 
The Exemplary Life of James Buznell, . Eſq; late 
Accomptant General-of Ireland. To which is added, 
The Sermon preach'd at his Funeral, by Edward Ld. 
Biſhop of Killmore and Ardagh. The Life by William 
Hamilton, A. M. Arch-deacon of Armagh, and at- 
teſted by Seven of the moſt eminent Biſhops of the 
Kingdom of Ireland. 3d. Edit. | he OT 
The Chriſtian Schoolmaſter : Or the Duty of thoſe 
who are employ'd in the publick Inſtruction of Chil- 
dren: To which is added a Collection of Prayers 
for the Uſe of Maſters and Scholars, together with 
Directions and Inſtructions concerning Confirmation; 
with ſuitable Devotions before, at, and after it. p 
The Harmony of the Goſpels digeſted into one 
Hiſtory, according to the Order of Time. Di- 
vided into 315 Leſſons, with ſuitable Meditations 
and Prayers tubjoined to each Leſſon. Done origi- 
nally by the Author of the' Devotions by Way of 
Offices, publiſh'd by Dr. Hicks. Reformed and im- 
proved by James Bonnell Eſq; late Accomptant Ge- 
neral of Ireland, for his own Uſe, and now pub- 
liſhed from his own Uſe to others, by the Author 
of his Life. | | 
The Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, In Two Parts. 
The Firſt being an impartial Collection of all ſuch. - 
Paſſages in the Writers of the four firſt Centuries as 
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Herm. Franck, Profeſſor of Divinity, in 8 vo. Price 


face written by Joſiah Woodward, D. D. Price 4 4. or 
28 f. the Hundred. 


able and proper Advice, or Counſel to Thoſe who 
are Confined there. To which are added Prayers 
for the Uſe of Priſoners. Price Bound 15. 


moting Chriſtian Knowledge in London, to his Friend 
in the Country, newly choſen a Correſponding 
Member of that Society. Price 24. or 125. the ioo. 


For the Charity-Schools. Price 24. or 125, the 100. 


An Eſſay upon the Execution of the Laws againſt 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs, By John Difney, Eſq 


F 


make FO R or AGAINST it. The Second, 
containing ſeveral Things that do help to Illuſtrate 
the ſaid Hiſtory. 4to. By V. Wall, Vicar of Shoreham 
in Keur. An Abridgment of the Same. Price 44d, 
or 287. the Hundred. 8 

Pietas Hallenſit: Being an Hiſtorical Narration of 
the wonderful Footſteps of Divine Providence, in 
Erecting, Carrying on and Building the ORPHAN-| 
HOUSE at Glaucha near Hall in Saxony, By Aug. 


Bound in Calf 3 5.6 d. | 
An Abſtrat of the ſaid Account, With a Pre- 


A Charitable Viſit to the Priſons, containing ſuit- 


The Church Catechiſm broke into ſhore Queſtions, 
with an Explanation of ſome Words, for the eaſier 
Underſtanding it. To which are added, Prayers| 


The Firſt Principles of PraQtical Chriſtianity : 
Laid down in Queſtions and Anſwers, for the moſt 
Part expreſſed in the very Words of Scripture, 
Price 2 d. or 12 5. the Hundred. 

A Letter from a Member of the Society, for pro- 


Now in the Preſs. | 


With a Preface addreſs'd ro Her Majeſty's Juſtice 
of the Peace. The Second Edition. | 


As alſo, A Second Eſſay upon the ſame Subject, 
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* by the ſame Author, Shewing the Obligations in 
daumbent on private Perſons, to promote the Lxccu 
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